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Members in Haiti shine as conditions darken
Said Mr. Franklin, "We

need the pravers of all God's
people for the safety of the
entire population, who are
threatened by civil war."

Members set up senrice project
In spite of the difficult living con­

ditions, the members are in good
spirits and enthusiastic about being
involved in a church project.

"We've set up an agricultural and
educational project on half a
hectare of land," said Mr. Franklin.
"We are going to dig wells to supply
drinking water to some 5,000 coun­
trymen and for irrigation." They
also have plans for pools to raise
fish, and grow vegetables.

"The project also gives them a
chance to be active in the works of
personal evangelism, as promoted
by Mr. Tkach," Mr. Franklin contin­
ued. "They are letting their lights
shine by developing their talents
and by serving their fellow citizens
in the countryside."

Some church families have start­
ed their own businesses. Between
them they sell rice, candles, match­
es, charcoal, used clothes and
homemade juice. Some members
with used cameras take pho­
tographs of Haitians there for rela­
tives living abroad. A few have set
up their own studios.

"When you look around and see
the desperate state this country is
in, the industrious initiative of the
members is very encouraging," said
Mr. Richard. "It's also encouraging
to see that God takes care of his
people."

Aid provides food for 10
weeks

Unemployment in Haiti is
running at 90 percent, and
unemployment and under­
employment affects 75 per­
cent of the Port-au-Prince
church.

The congregation of 80 is
formed by eight families and
34 single people. Because of
unemployment, members
depend on assistance.

Mr. Richard took with him
donations from the Bor­
deaux, France, and Guade­
loupe churches.

"Their funds were ex­
hausted and they had not
had food aid for three
weeks," Mr. Richard said.

"The Bordeaux and Guadeloupe
donations will buy food for the
next 10 weeks." Relief funds have
also been raised by brethren in
Florida, bringing food every Sun­
day to more than 75 percent of the
congregation.

"The Haitian members are grate­
ful for the support of all those
brethren from abroad," said Mr.
Franklin.

asked the Lord to help him cope
with it."

Mr. Richard traveled to Haiti Dec.
7 from his home in Guadeloupe.

Grim conditions in the capital
"The living conditions here have

worsened since the September coup
of 1991," said Mr. Franklin. "Church
members are not exempt from the
effects of the two-year-old [United
Nations] embargo. Facing hardship,
however, has been a permanent sit­
uation for most Haitians since the
birth of this nation in 1804."

The fuel embargo, once again in
force since Oct. 19, is hurting every­
one, from schoolchildren to doctors,
with both groups finding it increas­
ingly difficult to travel because of
the gasoline shortage. Haiti has
been using its fuel reserves to mini­
mize the embargo's effect, but a gal­
lon of gasoline can cost up to $25
Haitian ($10 U.S.).

While Mr. Richard was in Haiti
the government closed all gas sta­
tions Dec. 8 and they were not to
reopen until Dec. 20.

Essentials have tripled in price
and are scarce. And while places
such as pharmacies still have medi­
cine, it too is becoming unafford-
able. .

In Port-au-Prince, according to a
grim report in the Nov. 8 edition of
Guadeloupe's France-Antilles news­
paper, there are "pigs feeding on
garbage heaps in the street, open
sewers giving off a pestilential
odor, battered cars breaking down
in the middle of potholed streets:
the capital looks more and more
like a giant junk yard. The city's
garbage, part of which used to be
collected, is no longer picked up,
since the garbage trucks no longer
have access to gasoline or spare
parts."

"Some of us," said Mr. Richard,

I "might have ask d the Lord to get
us out of our mis ry, but this farmer

I SAW YOU HUNGRY-With foodstuffs being scarce and costly, Haitian members are grateful for the
food distributed every Sund y, made possible by donations from members in France, Guadeloupe and
the United States. [Photo by Ulrick Colas]

A time for spiritual renewal
As you all know, the Church has been struggling with a lower

than normal income for the past three years. Although the major
reason for this is the economic condition of the United States, of
course, part of the reason is that some members have left our fel­
lowship.

They have lost faith that Christ is leading the Church. A few, upset
and confused by administrative or doctrinal change, have decided to
leave. I pray for them every day that they might find the peace of Jesus
Christ and the joy that comes from faith in him.

On the other hand, most of our members are deeply ommitted
Christians. I appreciate that and am thankful for it. And yet I also
believe that we as a Church need a renewed zeal and enthusiasm for
Christ. That is what this letter is about, and I hope you will read every
word carefully. _

Some members have allowed discussions about the nature of God to
distract them from God himself! Knowing about God is important, of
course, but it is much more important to know God-to know his
love, to know his power and faithfulness, to have a personal relation­
ship with him and to be deeply committed to him. That is precisely
what we need more of.

Members of the Church are committed to God, but I feel that we
still need to be exhorted to recapture our first love. Do s that mean
love of a particular doctrine or teaching that first aUra ~ted us to the
Church? No-it means 10ve_ofJesus Christ (l Corinthi ns 16:22; Ephe­
sians 3:17-19).

Our love for Christ must be greater than anything el e in our lives. It
must transform what we do, what we think and what \ 'e are. It needs
to completely dominate our lives, changing even how \ 'e think of our­

Conti ued on page 3

Out in the Haitian coun­
tryside a farmer sang a sad
melody as he washed the
dav's labor from his face
with water from a nearby
well.

Listening was eyrille
Richard, pastor of the
Pointe-a-Pitre and Basse­
Terre, Guadeloupe, and
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, con­
gregations, and Blaise
Franklin, a local church
elder in Haiti. They were
sitting in a truck waiting to
conclude some official busi­
ness with a notary in the
area.

Intrigued by the song,
they called the farmer over
to the truck and asked him
to sing it again. What had
caught Mr. Richard's and
Mr. Franklin's attention,
and inspired them, were the words,
"Lord, please help me to live with
my misery."

By Paul Monteith
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Burdens of office weigh heavily on President
Despite a rapidly changing world

scene, the office of President of the
United States remains the most
important elected position on earth. It
is an office of awesome responsibility
and incredible demands.

A president needs a deep reservoir
of stamina and good health to stand
up to the rigors of the job-travel, end­
less ceremonial duties as head of state,
battles with Congress and within one's
own party, the sensitivities of interna­
tional diplomacy, as well as periodic
threats to world peace that arise to test
the will of every individual who has
sat in the Oval Office.

To be truly successful, a president
must have vision, and be able to artic­
ulate it. The presidential podium i a
pulpit from wrnch to exercise moral
leadership. But in so doing, the Chief
Executive must be able to withstand
criticism of the most intense and often
c mica! kind. "If you can't stand the
heat, get out of the kitchen," President
Harrv Truman (1945-1953) once said.

On" Dec. 5 I had my first opportunity
to meet a president in office. I accompa­
nied Pastor General Joseph W. Tkach,
David Hulme, vice president of the
Ambassador Foundation, and Rick van
Pelt, director of Facilities Services, to a
reception in the White House before the
annual awards ceremony at the
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.

I was a bit anxious as my time
neared to shake the hand of President

Bill Clinton, and the First Lady,
Hillary Rodham Clinton. Each person
had but the briefest moment to
exchange a word or two with the Pres­
ident and his \vife before pausing for
an official photograph with them.

I congratulated the President on his
stirring, come-from-behind victory in
winning congressional approval for
the North American Free Trade Agree­
ment, an issue of vital national impor­
tance for vhich he had worked so tire­
lessly. I then thanked Mrs. Clinton for
her own energetic service on behalf of
the country.

Mr. Clinton graciously accepted my
compliment. Mrs. Clinton, projecting a
charming and radiant personality,
impressed me in the way she was deter­
mined to hear what I-and I'm sure,
everyone else in line-had to say to her
husband. Nothing of consequence was
going to escape her attention.

It would be a pleasure to one day
explore the affairs of state with such
an intelligent couple. Both President

and Mrs. Clinton have an uncommon
ability to grasp and explain in detail
the complex issues confronting gov­
ernment and society today.

It is no secret that the early months
of the new administration were
marked bv a certain lack of direction,
perhaps through trying to take on too
many issues at once. Since then, Mr.
Clinton has sought the advice of many
eAl'erts to help him focus his efforts.

One of the President's most benefi­
cial moves was obtaining the services
of David Gergen, a former official in
the Reagan White House and a knowl­
edgeable political analyst. Mr. Gergen,
still a registered Republican, serves as
counselor to the President. After the
concert at the Kennedy Center, I
approached Mr. Gergen and expressed
to him my appreciation for the selfless
service he has rendered.

Of late, Mr. Clinton has spoken out
eloquently against the rising tide of
crime and violence gripping the land.
On Nov. 13, in Memphis, Tennessee,

the President said it was the nation's
moral duty to combat the "crisis of the
spirit" of crime, violence, drug abuse
and family breakdown in America.

Vowing to dedicate much of his
effort as President to addressing these
problems (he has met \vith many may­
ors and police chiefs since), Mr. Clinton
nonetheless said there were limits to
what government can do. In calling for
a restoration of values, structure and
discipline in American life, he stressed
it must arise from the influence of fam­
ilies, communities and churches.

Time and again, those who have
shouldered the enormous burdens of
the presidency have recognized there
is a higher power they could rely upon
in times of need.

For example, Ronald Reagan told
NBC anchorman Tom Brokaw three
days before he left office in 1989: "I
believe very much in what Abraham
Lincoln said when he had this job. He
said he couldn't perform the func­
tions, the duties of this job for 15 min­
utes if he didn't know he could call on
One who is wiser and stronger than all
others."

In our age of talk-show hyper-criti­
cism, let us be careful to have a proper
regard for those who have chosen to
bear burdens we wouldn't think of car­
I)wg. "Show proper respect to every­
one," scripture counsels us. "Love the
brotherhood of believers, fear God,
honor the king" (1 Peter 2:17).

"

Name v.ithheld
illinois

D.G.
Phoenix, Arizona

We too have the book The 36 Hour Da\·. We
ordered it when he was diagnosed, abotit two
years ago. It has helped, but it doesn't tell
you what to do exactly when the patient gets
angry, talks ugly and demands that you bring
him what he wants.

He has lost his ability to reason. We can
leave him only for short periods of time. He
is now in what thev call level 3.

I worked in t~vo nur ing homes with
patients who had Alzheimer's, and they
stayed (some of them) in level 2 for a good
while, while others went from 2 to 3 and died
in the latter stages of 3. You just never know.

We are the caregivers, who have to deal
with the day-to-day stress and agony.

J.F.
Binningham, Alabama

my family. As a single parent struggling on the
welfare payroll I have not been able to pull my
own weight when it came to many areas.

It is a humbling experience to have to ask
anvone I could for clothes and furniture.

One thing that bothered me was in the area
of donations. I was always embarrassed that
I gave such meager offerings.

I recently began to look at it in a new light.
Since my donations can't be in dollars thev
will simply have to be in service. This help~
me to have a much better attitude about serv­
ing.

I hope after my schooling is finished and I
get a degree, I can go to work and help the
Church financially.

First love
I am a 22-year-old with three children. I

am fortunate that being mamed at age 15 to
a 17-year-old we are still in love and togeth­
er.

We are fairly young Christians in the stage
of extrene thirst for information about the
Lord. The problem we began to see was that
to get trcly beneficial information we had to
give a lot of money that we did not have.

We are so very grateful to those involved in
keeping this publication in circulation so that
those wi6 a low income can continue to
receive helps in their Bible studies.

The materials I have received have proven
to be so informative and helpful in my walk. I
cannot thank you enough.

J. F.
Ft. Benning, Georgia

Mr. Tkach, thank. vou for the vision for the
Church, without w·hich we could get lost.
This is the time the pastor general's (indeed
God's) plea to let our light shine in the world
becomes the more relevant. May God help us
to be a positive force in the world.

George Muhindo
Kampala, Uganda

'A good soldier of Jesus Christ'
Since you sent my ven first issue of The

Plain Truth I have been overwhelmed and,
quite frankly, excited about the issues that
have followed.

It seems that the magazines help with the
problems that I am going through, or I have
had questions answered in the issues that
have followed.

I am in the United States Army at Ft. Ben­
ning, Georgia. Because of my job, I am
required to spend many days in the field,
training soldiers. I try to teach the Word of
the Lord as often as possible.

Sometimes I give my literature to those
who are interested, to give them better
understanding. About two months ago, as I
was reading, a soldier began asking me some
of my own questions that I used to ask
myself.

i began showing him the magazine, and
what I couldn't explain, the magazine could.
Hence I gave him the magazine.

Your involvement in the Work produces
fruit. In this column subscribers to the
Work's publications and \iewers of the World
Tomorrow telecast express their views and
opinions.

Time is on her side
For many years I have lived in poverty and

have not been able to adequately provide for

Without answers to Alzheimer's anger
An article in the October Plain Tn/th hit me

square in the face (so to speak)! My father
has Alzheimer's disease, and we too are try­
ing to take care of him at home. The stress
level you mentioned is indeed very stressful.

Letters for this section should be
addressed to "Letters to the Editor.n The
editor reserves the right to use letters so
addressed in whole or in part, and to include
your name and edit the letter for clarity or
~pace. We welcome your comments. .

A fire to melt hearts
How my heart swells with love and pride

for the brethren and students of Imperial
School who during the Altadena fire helped
out at the understaffed Red Cross emergency
center at Eliot Middle School [WN, ov. 16].

Love is not just a feeling, but an action.
They are proof that God's love is a selfless
and active love free of charge!

The people who came in contact with
them during that crisis will never forget
them, and when they think of Christians,
they 1.I.ill think of them, with an open and a
positive attitude.

By our example, we may soften the hearts
of people and ready the ground for God to
open their hearts to his truth, leading them
also to the hope that we have in Christ.

E. M. Johnson
Covina, California

Cultivating the vision
As I was scanning a few stations on my

radio set, I heard a preacher from a neigh­
boring country talking about the New Age
movement. The same topic had appeared in
the September Plain Tn/th.

The preacher warned the listener against
embracing the ew Age movement because it
is a cult and not Bible based. Then he
referred listeners to a book in which he said
are listed many more cults.

To my dismay-and surprise-among the
names read out of the book was the World­
wide Church of God. The preacher called us
the Worldwide Church of God of Mr. Arm­
strong and a cult to be avoided.

I was shocked. God's Church has never
been Mr. Armstrong's-it cannot be a man's.
Mr. Tkach's beautiful Festival '93 card quoted
1 Peter 2:9 where we are called a chosen peo­
ple, belonging to God, who has called us out
of darkness into his light.

Even 2 Timothv 1:8-9 shows we have been
called in spite of ourselves. I believe those
scriptures with all my heart and no radio
programme or book is going to change that.

I never knew God's Church existed until
God drew me. When I was baptized in June
1991, I was not stamped with the seal of the
Church or its logo in my forehead, but God
gave me his Spirit.
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Personal: Seeking God's will, not our own
Continued from page 1

selves-no longer living for our own
purposes, but for his, earnestly desir­
ing his will for our lives. We need to
be completely dedicated to Jesus
Christ, to following him, to living by
the example he set, to doing good
and spreading his good news.

When God is the center of our
lives, everything we do, say or think
will be based securely on our faith in
him and our allegiance to him. He is
our Creator, our Lord and Master.

We are insignificant lumps of clay,
and yet he died for us so that we
might live for him. Paul wrote that
our lives should be living sacrifices,
totally dedicated to Christ (Romans
12:1). Jesus' claims on us are defi­
nitely overwhelming and all-inclu­
sive, and that is only fitting, because
we belong to God, and we have no
reason for existence except to do
what God wants!

As we walk through our daily rou­
tines, how conscious are we of God
and of his purpose in our lives? I
hope we all understand that we fall
short of the incredibly high calling
we have been given.

How thankful we can be for God's
grace and mercy! And when we
reflect on that, how inspired we can
be to renew and strengthen and deep­
en our faith and our devotion to God.

What are some of the enemies of
our relationship with God? The cares
of this world, the lusts of the flesh
and the pride of life. The problems
we encounter in our jobs, our
finances, our family responsibilities,
rather than driving us to our knees
for God's help and courage, often
divert our attention from God. Hurt
feelings also cause us to focus on
ourselves rather than on God and
our neighbor.

Lives centered in God
God's people have a continuing

need for spiritual renewal and revi­
talization, and it is for this reason
that I will, in the Dec. 27 member
letter, exhort every member of the
Church to devote extra time during
the month of January for fasting,
special prayer and spiritual renew­
al.

This is not a hunger strike or some
"prayer barrage" to get God to do our
will. Rather, our goal should be to
humbly rededicate ourselves to do
God's will, to seek repentance for our
sins and to trust him in faith to lead
us.

I cannot say it strongly enough.
Our lives must be centered in God.
He must be the reason for which we
live. He must be the driving force in
our lives.

He is the reason for the Church
and for our calling and for the mes­
sage we are given to proclaim. He is
the Source of everything we have and
everything we ever hope to have.

In him we live and move and have
our existence, as Paul said. We need
to be more mindful of it, and I pray
that we can stir up God's Spirit in us
this coming month to renew our zeal
for Christ and his Church and his
message. Paul wrote to Timothy,
"For this reason I remind you to fan
into flame the gift of God, which is in
you through the laying on of my
hands" (2 Timothy 1:6).

God, although he has all power,
does not force his will on us. He
wants us to seek him, to desire him,
to choose him of our own free will­
to love him with all our heart, mind,
soul and strength. He wants us to
yield willingly to him, in faith, to be
led by his Spirit in everything we do.

We need to seek to be increasingly
yielded to his leadership through the
Holy Spirit.

God's guiding Spirit is already in
us. As we seek to be led by God, \\le

do not seek to change him, but to
change ourselves to be more sensitive
and responsive to what he wants,
and more willing to do it despite our
human fears.

Perfect love and perfect faith over­
come fear-but none of us is perfect.
We have fears when we ought to
have faith. Our time of fasting and
prayer should focus on the faith we
need to be thoroughly yielded to
Christ. It is in faith and humble sub­
mission that we should let our
requests be made known to God and
know that we can trust him to
answer.

One of our requests is that God
supply the resources the Church
needs to do Christ's work according
to his will. These resources include
funds, people and, above all, the
Holy Spirit. God knows what we
need before we even ask (Matthew
6:8), but he wants his people to wor­
ship him in spirit and in truth, look­
ing to him for all their needs and
devoting all their good gifts to his
service as good stewards of his grace
toward us (l Peter 4: 10).

We pray for resources and also the
wisdom to use them in the most
effective way. But most importantly,
we pray for a never-ending spiritual
resource-a relationship with God
and the spiritual wisdom to draw
strength from that relationship.

Let's understand. It is not simply a
matter of our using God's gifts.
Rather, he is using us, and his gifts
are to be used by us in his service.

God's people have a
continuing need for
spiritual renewal and
revitalization, and it is
for this reason that I
will, in the Dec. 27
member letter, exhort
every member of the
Church to devote extra
time during the month
of January for fasting,
special prayer and spiri­
tual renewal.

This is true for the Church as the
I Body of Christ, and it is also true on

an individual level. God gives each
Christian gifts as he wishes to distrib­
ute them, and those gifts are to be
used, not for glorifying the self, but
for the benefit of the Body of Christ.

Our diverse abilities are to be used
to help each other, to help build the
Church, to strengthen the bonds of
unity. As we work together in harmo­
ny, the community of faith is a credi­
ble example of God's way of life and
a good testimony to the love of God
activated in us.

As individuals and congregations
set good examples in our local com­
munities, people ask about what lies
behind our conduct, and we are
happy to tell them it is our faith in
Christ. As God uses each of his peo­
ple in making known the way of sal­
vation, new people are added to the
flock.

The closer the Body of Christ is to
God, the greater its faith, and the

more courageous and effective it will
be as a witness of the gospel. God
works through the Church to encour­
age sinners to repent and to develop
a relationship with him, thereby
adding more people to the Body.

One of the Church's most impor­
tant resources is people, and I know
this is an underused resource. Every­
one who has the Spirit of God is a
source of strength for the Church. As
we fast and pray, we should ask God
to guide us, personally, in being
more helpful assets to the local
church. We should pray about and
reflect on how we can encourage
each other, on how we can use our
talents to serve others in the congre-

Instead of asking God
for what we want, we
need to ask him to help
us understand what he
wants.
gation, on how we can be a help in
welcoming new people.

We should ask God for opportuni­
ties and motivation to participate in
works of service and love. We should
ask him to give us wisdom, good
judgment and courage as we explain
to people who ask, that Jesus Christ
is the motivation and strength for
what we do. We should ask God to
guide us to understand how we can
give him glory in our day-to-day
lives. Each member of Christ's Body
is an agent God can use in his ser­
vice.

One of the biggest enemies of faith
today is money. And I know that this
statement applies to me and to all
human leaders of God's Church.
Money is powerful, and it tempts us
to trust in its power instead of in
God. Thanks to our many faithful
members, the Church does have a
regular income, but it is humanly
easy to take that for granted and to
feel a certain security in it.

All of us do need money to support
ourselves and our families, and the
Church needs money to do the work
of the gospel, in~luding paying
salaries for the livelihoods of all
those who work for the Church. But
it is wrong to put our trust in money
and to make our dependence on it
more important than our depen­
dence on Christ. Our trust and secu­
rity must be in Christ alone!

Just as we all, as individuals, must
sometimes make certain decisions to
serve and obey God that might mean
a financial sacrifice, so the Church
itself must also make such decisions.

Facing the truth
This past year, Jesus Christ con­

fronted us with decisions about doc­
trinal changes. We were convicted of
the need to clarify our teaching on
the nature of God. But we also knew
that facing the truth would trouble
some of our members, and that, as a
result, our income might drop. We
had to make a decision: Should we
preach what God shows us to be
true, or should we maintain doctri­
nal stability in hopes of maintaining
financial stability?

In one sense, it was a choice
between faith and finances. It might
look like an easy choice, but it was
not. The Church has many hundreds
of employees depending on the
Church's income to support their
families. We agonized over it, won­
dering if we should put off the
change, if we should allow the

Church to continue teaching error
for just a while longer until the
income might pick up.

I discussed the subject with advis­
ers and prayed about it for many
weeks. Eventually, faith and truth
won out, as I believe they \\Till with
most members of the Church once
they understand the issues involved
in this subject.

God requires us to be faithful and
to follow him where he leads. We
belong to him, not him to us. We
must respond in faith to him, not
ignore the truth when he shows it
to us, regardless of the conse­
quences.

Knowing his need for the courage
that God supplies, Paul requested the
prayers of the Ephesians on his
behalf. He wrote: "Pray in the Spirit
on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in
mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the saints. Pray also
for me, that whenever I open my
mouth, words may be given me so
that I will fearlessly make known the
mystery of the gospel, for which I am
an ambassador in chains. Pray that I
may declare it fearlessly, as I should"
(Ephesians 6:18-20).

Just as Paul needed the prayers of
the Ephesians, I need your prayers.
We all need the prayers of one anoth­
er. So I ask, pray for me, my brothers
and sisters, that I will have the faith
to follow Christ's lead.

Our decisions must be made on
faith, not in fear of financial conse­
quences, reputation consequences or
any other consequences. Faith does
require wisdom and good judgment, of
course. God does not call us to blind
faith or foolish faith. He calls us to
the kind of faith that knows whom
our trust is in and why-to faith in
the one who owns us, who created us
and who redeemed us with his own
blood, to the one who gives us the
wisdom that is from above (James
3:17).

We must follow Christ where he
leads us, and do the best job we can
with what he provides. From a pure­
ly human perspective, we might be
tempted to fast so that God would
increase the Church's income. But
our greater need is that God would
increase our faith and dedication to
him.

Instead of asking God for what we
want, we need to ask him to help us
understand what he wants. He will
supply the money we need. By faith,
we already know that. What we need
most is him. Our role is to serve him,
using wisely and faithfully what he
provides, looking to him for help to
do what he knows is most important.

Money is a potential enemy of faith
in every Christian. Jesus warned us
about the riches that. can choke the
word of salvation and make it
unfruitful (Matthew 13:22). Many of
us are, by first-century standards,
wealthy, and we are exhorted to be
rich in good works, to have treasure
in heaven (l Timothy 6:17-19). We
are called to a life of faith-to trust
in God. not in mammon.

Of course, faith does not mean
financial foolishness. We should trust
God to supply our needs, and we also
do our part by working diligently. We
trust God to meet our future needs,
too, and we do our part by saving
some for future needs. That is v.tise­
but it is not wise to put all our trust
in those savings.

Jesus criticized a rich man, not for
having barns for storage, but for
putting all his resources into his own
security and trusting in his own sav­
ings (Luke 12: 16-21). It is good to

See Personal, page 5
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So now return to the verse list for
God. Notice how many times elohim
appears. (The NIV Exhaustive Concor­
dance shows elohirn 2,602 times in the
Old Testament. The ew International
Version translates it 2,242 times as
God.) Elohim is the most common
word in the Old Testament for God.

These more than 2,200 verses can
help you understand what elohim
means. It may help to take Strong's
verse list of God and read elohim for
God at the appropriate places. That
is a simple way of cementing the true
meaning of elohim in your mind. But
remember, don't just read the verse
by itself-read it in its context.

Overcoming common barriers
Substituting elohim for God in

Genesis 1: 1 can change your perspec­
tive of that verse. Applying this prin­
ciple affects the reading of other
verses in that same chapter.

Genesis 1:2-5 will read:" Q\: the
earth was formless and empty, dark­
ness was over the surface of the
deep, and the Spirit of elohim was
hovering over the waters. And elohim
said, 'Let there be light,' and there
was light. Elohim saw that the light
was good, and he separated the light
from the darkness. Elohim called the
light 'day,' and the darkness he called
'night.' And there was evening, and
there was morning-the first day."

Genesis 1:26 is perhaps the most
common barrier to our understand­
ing. Often we fail to consider the
context. Genesis 1:26 reads, "Then
God [elohim] said, 'Let us make man
in our image, in our likeness.' "

This verse does not tell us why or
to whom God is speaking. It does not
claim to explain God's nature. Those
who read Hebrew do not claim that
the verse supports a plurality of
Gods. Consult any good Bible com­
mentary for possible explanations of
this verse.

This may simply be an example of
God using the royal "we," a form of
expression used by a king when
referring to himself.

The context of the verse proves
that it is not plural. Genesis 1:27, the
very next verse, reads, "So elohim
created man in his own image, in the

See Elohim, page 5

saying, "There is more than one God
in the God family" or "We will
become Gods."

You can prove it yourself
But now the Church has reconsid­

ered that teaching. We say that God
has a family, rather than he is a fam­
ily. God is the only God, and he ~ill

forever remain the only God. He is
not making more Gods or reproduc­
ing himself.

Furthermore, the Church today
rejects the idea that God the Father
and God the Son are separate Gods.
It insists that the Father and Son are
but different aspects of the one true
God. There is only one God.

So much biblical understanding
hinges on how one defines elohim.
How can we know the truth? Most of
us don't read Hebrew, so how can we
know what a Hebrew word means?

One way you can know is to study
how the word elohim is used in the
Bible. How a word is used is a key to
understanding what it means. Is the
word used as a noun, verb, pronoun,
adverb or as another part of speech?
If the word is used as a noun, is it a
singular, plural or proper noun?

What other words are used vvith it?
Are there any pronouns or adjectives
associated with it? The more exam­
ples of a word's usage in context, the
more certain its definition can be.

You can apply these principles to
find out what elohim means. Here's
how. Because Strong's Concordance is
probably the most widely used Bible
study tool in the Church, I'm confining
most of my comments to that work.

In Strong's, under the word God,
youl1 find a list of every Bible verse
where God appears in the King
James Version. The verse list begins
with Genesis 1:1, "God made the
heaven and the earth."

To the right of that verse is the
number 430. In the Hebrew and
Chaldee dictionary in the back of the
concordance, at the number 430, this
word is elohim. So Genesis 1: 1 is the
first place in the Bible where one
finds elohim.

You can now read elohim in Gene­
sis 1: 1 by reading the text like this:
"In the beginning elohim made the
heaven and the earth."

You can prove what elohim means
e know that the He­
brew word for God in
Genesis 1:26 is elohim
and that God says
there, "Let us make
man in our image."
Does this mean that
there is more than one

God? The Hebrew Bible plainly
quotes God saying there is only one
God. "I am God," God says, "and
there is no other" (Isaiah 45:22). God
does not say, "We are God."

So what does elohim mean? Is it
plural or is it singular? Does it prove
there is one God or many?

More than one God?
We have said elohim was a family

name-a uniplural family name. The
word uniplural was used by C.l.
Scofield, a Congregationalist ininis­
ter, in his Scofield Reference Bible. It
was likely from the reference notes in
Dr. Scofield's Bible that the word
entered the Worldwide Church of
God, where it was used to explain our
teaching about the nature of God.

Yet because elohim was plural in
form, it allegedly revealed the exis­
tence of more than one Person or
Being or God in that family.

It sounded logical, and we believed
it. After all, doesn't the ew Testa­
ment reveal that both the Father and
Son are God? But does that prove
there is more than one God? Does
the word elohim support that idea?

ot only did we believe that there
was more than one God, we also
believed that God [the Father] is
reproducing himself. We thought that
we were babes in the Church's womb.

Tomorrow we were to be Gods,
children of God. Perhaps not exactly
like God the Father or Jesus Christ,
but Gods nonetheless. That was an
exciting part of the Church's message.

However, what we were teaching­
without realizing it-was polytheism
(belief in more than one God). We
hadn't analyzed the implications of

Ralph Orr, a preaching elder, is a
researcher and writer in Editorial Ser­
vices.

By Ralph Orr
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Don't surrender, endure hardship, 'occupy till I come'
By Norman L. Shoaf and John Halford

Place: The Philippines. Time: Late
in World War II. Japan is in retreat.

Second Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda,
who was drafted into Japan's Imperial
Army in 1942, was assigned to lead a
guerrilla campaign on Lubang, an
island off Mindanao. His mission: Fight
for the territory and harass the enemy.

In his book, No Surrender, Lt.
Onoda described the orders he
received from his commanding offi­
cer. " 'You are absolutely forbidden to
die by your own hand. It may take
three years, it may take five, but what­
ever happens, we'll come back for
you. Until then, so long as you have
one soldier, you are to continue to
lead him. You may have to live on
coconuts! If that is the case, live on
coconuts. Under no circumstances are
you to give up your life voluntarily.'

" said to myself, 111 do it! Even if I
don't have coconuts, even if I have to
eat grass and weeds, I1l do it. These are
my orders and I will carry them out."

Hiroo Onoda and his men took

their position on Lubang late in 1944.
Within months, Japan was defeated
in the Philippines. A plane dropped
surrender orders to Lt. Onoda and his
group. But he and his four compan­
ions refused. His orders were clear:
Under no circumstances was he to
quit. The enemy, he reasoned, must
be playing tricks.

One by one, his men deserted or
were killed or captured. The 1950s
came, then the 1960s. Japan became
an industrial giant. In place of its
armies, Japan's cameras and radios
invaded the world.

But on Lubang, Lt. Onoda fought
on. His uniform rotted. He suffered
hunger, cold and loneliness. He
couldn't figure out why cruise ships
had replaced the battleships in the
bay. Why did the newspapers he
sometimes found give no news of the
war? And why didn't his superiors
send more orders?

He knew Japan still existed. The
papers said his nation was growing
in wealth and power, so they
couldn't have lost the war. That
meant they would corne back for

him. His commander had promised.
The Filipinos, the Americans and

even the Japanese tried to entice Lt.
Onoda from the jungle. Japan sent
his brother to plead with him. But
Lt. Onoda would not surrender.

Finally a Japanese photographer
contacted Lt. Onoda and asked what
it would take to make him give in.
He answered: Send the man who had
told him not to give in. Let him
rescind the order.

Back in Japan, Lt. Onoda's com­
manding officer, now a middle-aged
bookseller, was found. He was given the
original surrender orders and sent to
Lubang, where he reached Lt. Onoda.

Finally, on March 9, 1974, nearly
29 years after his country surren­
dered, the Second World War's last
warrior did, too. Despite his tattered
uniform, Hiroo Onoda emerged from
the jungle looking every inch a sol­
dier. His weapons were in top-notch
condition. He was still a fighting
force. He occupied till they came.

Like Lt. Onoda, we Christians have
similar orders. Jesus' commission to
us? "Occupy till I come" (Luke 19:13,

King James Version), and "Do the
work of him who sent me" (John 9:4).

We are not to surrender. We're to
live in what amounts to enemy territo­
ry, spiritually, and witness to another
way of life. We are to endure hardship
like a good soldier (2 Timothy 2:3).

As God's born-again children, we
show that Jesus has already come to
save the world. He's coming now, liv­
ing in us (Galatians 2:20). And we
announce that he will corne again,
bringing the full reality of God's king­
dom to earth to deliver all humans
from the corruption of sin.

Lt. Onoda expected to be on
Lubang for 1'.'10 or three years. The
apostles expected Jesus to return
within weeks of his ascension. Only
later did the Church see it would be
much longer. Whenever Jesus returns,
his orders to us are still valid: Fight
on. Don't let enemy propaganda wear
you down. Stay loyal to your King.

An ordinary soldier, fighting for a
physical emperor, understood this.
Hiroo Onoda endured to the end.
How much more should we who serve
the King of kings and Lord of lords?
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Personal: Pray for faith in Jesus Christ

Elohim: God reveals himself as one

Continued from page 3

have a "barn," in other words, to
have some savings, but we should
not allow those tangible assets to dis­
tract us from our spiritual duties.

Part of our spiritual responsibility­
the life to which we have been called­
is the way of give. We should not with­
hold our hand from a genuine need
for a good work (Proverbs 3:27). That
is our responsibility as a collective
Body and as individuals. Generosity is
one important way to express thanks
for what God has given us.

As we make decisions regarding

Continued from page 4

image of God [elohim] he created
him; male and female he created
them" (emphasis added). Just as in
the rest of the chapter, the pro­
nouns here are singular. So we see
that when elohim creates man,
God reveals himself to be but one
God.

As you do your study, you'll proba­
bly notice several other interesting
facts about elohim. For example, elo­
him also said, "[ give you every seed­
bearing plant" (Genesis 1:29); "[ will
make a helper suitable for him"

next year's budget, we try hard to use
our resources wisely, to work
smarter and to work diligently. We
want to get the most mileage out of
each dollar spent. We aren't always
successful, but we keep trying to
improve. We certainly need wisdom
in these decisions, so we ask that you
pray for God's guidance.

If we all come before God humbly,
beseeching God for his guidance, will
he bless his Church with more
money? Don't count on it! God
makes no such guarantee of health
and wealth either for individuals or
for his Church as a whole.

Instead, he tells us that his pOl/ver is

(Genesis 2:18); "[ am going to put an
end to all people" and "This is the
sign of the covenant [ am making
between me and you" (Genesis 6:13;
9:12).

In the Bible it was elohim who
walked in the Garden of Eden, made
a covenant with Abraham, wrestled
with Jacob and spoke out of the
burning bush. It was elohim who
thundered from Sinai, gave victory to
Joshua, sanctified the temple and
spoke to the prophets.

"See now that I myself am He!
There is no elohim besides me"
(Deuteronomy 32:39). Youll see that
as well. Enjoy your study.

made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthi­
ans 12:9). We are to trust in him, not
in any humanly created thing, and
that certainly includes money. We are
to let our needs be kno"\"'n so that we
can pray for each other and help each
other-each in his or her own way,
according to what God has given us.

Our most vital asset
Members are the most important

physical assets the Church has. This
is true in a financial sense, of course,
since God supplies the vast majority
of the Church's income through its
members. Your financial health has
a bearing on your tithes and offer­
ings. Your diligence on the job and
your wise management are impor­
tant for your own long-range
finances and for those of the Church.
However, the real value of our mem­
bers is far beyond their ability to pay
tithes and give offerings.

Church members are the most
valuable physical resource to the
work of the Church because we are
children of God, people in whom the
Holy Spirit dwells, people who are
being transformed by God in the way
we think and in the way we live. We
live for God.

Each member is a living advertise­
ment of salvation by God's grace
through faith in Jesus Christ. Mem­
bers not only represent the Church,
they are the Church in their local
areas. Members are the health of the
local congregation-the ones who do
good works, who give answers for the
hope that lies within them, who wel­
come new people, who show hospitali-

ty to potential babes in Christ, who
encourage, love and pray for the newly
baptized. Each member is a light in
the darkness, the preserving salt God
is putting into the world. Each mem­
ber is a person God can use to add
even more people to his flock through
good deeds and words (Matthew 5:16).

I pray that each member has the
humility to overcome personal fears,
to be confident and bold in the
gospel, to be used as God directs in
facilitating local church growth-in
building and strengthening the
household of faith.

Do we have the faith to trust in
God? I pray that we do. Real faith is
infinitely more valuable than money.
Let us pray for the faith in Jesus
Christ to do what God wants, to be
led by his Spirit.

Fasting is a vital part of the spiritu­
al life of God's people. Fasting is a
way of humbling ourselves before
God, of setting our perspectives in
order, of focusing our attention on
him and reminding ourselves of our
complete dependence on his grace
for our existence. I also remind you

. that those with health problems
should not fast without getting
advice from a doctor.

We need God. We need his guidance
for the job he has given us to do. We
need his power and comfort and
encouragement. We need faith to
repent of our sins, to do his will, to fol­
low through on what he leads us to.
Let's work together in prayer as the
Body of Christ to rededicate ourselves
to love, worship, honor, obey and serve
God, doing everything to his glory.

AN UPDATE OF AMBASSADOR COLLEGE

College switches to
need-based
financial aid

Efforts have been made to
reduce the amount of money
spent on the college's work­
study program.

In the past, every student
has been allowed to partici­
pate in a full work program
regardless of his or her fam­
ily's income or financial
standing.

Students must now sub­
mit financial aid applica­
tions along with their col­
lege applications.

This year, 84 students did
not qualify for employment
in the college's work-study
program, and many others
are limited in the hours
they may work because
their own financial stand­
ing or the family contribu­
tion they can expect
exceeds their financial
need.

Foundation projection
in Sri Lanka
to close

Daniel Thompson, Am­
bassador Foundation for­
eign-project director in Sri

Lanka, explained the
planned closing of the Sri
Lanka project in forum Nov.
9.

"We're the only project
that doesn't operate under
the auspices of a royal fami­
ly," said Mr. Thompson. "As
a result, it is easier for the
project to get swept up in
the changing political
winds."

Mr. Thompson said that
Sri Lankan politicians who
helped pave the way for the
foundation to operate in
the country have since left
or been forced out of poli­
tics.

Politicians currently in
power are not interested in
projects associated with
their former political oppo­
nents.

Ambassador students
named players of the
week

Junior Cheryl Smith of
the Lady Royals basketball
team was named AlA Dis­
trict II Southwest Regional
player of the week for the
week of Dec. 5 through Dec.
10.

As of Dec. 13, Cheryl, from

Calhoun City, Mississippi,
was shooting 80 percent
from the free-throw line, No.
2 in the region. She was also
averaging 12.4 points, 6.6
rebounds and 1.6 steals per
game.

In late October, freshman
Sharon Treybig of the Lady
Royals volleyball team, was
named NAIA District 8 vol­
leyball player of the week,
the first AC women's volley­
ball player to be so honored
since the reintroduction of
the intercollegiate program
in 1990.

Men's volleyball team
to play in new
association

The Ambassador Royals
men's volleyball team has
been invited to playas an
independent team in the
Midwestern Intercollegiate
Volleyball Association
(MIVA).

The MIVA will have an
NCAA division and an NAJA
division and will include
teams such as those of Ohio
State University, Ball State
University and the Universi­
ty of Wisconsin at Milwau­
kee.

The invitation came from
Bill Cooperrider, asso­
ciate commissioner of the
MIVA, which has its offices
in Columbus, Ohio. The
MIVA heard of AC's devel­
opment in men's volleyball
and sought the Royals'
involvement in the associa­
tion.

Men's volleyball has not
been established as an inter­
collegiate sport by most
NAIA institutions, so this
invitation gives Ambassador
the opportunity to partici­
pate in an official intercolle­
giate volleyball organiza­
tion.

Student body
composition
changes

The composition of the
student body has experi­
enced many changes in the
three years since consolida­
tion.

The number of enrolled
students has been reduced
slightly to create optimum
living conditions in student
residences. There were
1,181 full-time students in
the fall of 1990, compared
to 1,105 this year (70 mar-

ried students, 537 single
women and 498 single
men).

Other changes since 1990:
a 39 percent increase in part­
time students; a 21 percent
increase in international stu­
dents; a 5 percent increase in
in-state enrollment; a 4 per­
cent decrease in male stu­
dents; a 4 percent increase in
female students; and almost
a 25 percent increase in the
number of minority stu­
dents.

By mid-December, the
college's Admissions Office
had received 275 applica­
tions for the fall 1994
semester, 58 of whom had
been accepted.

Soccer, volleyball
and basketball
results

The Royals soccer team
ended its second season with
a record of 12 wins and 5
losses.

In women's volleyball, the
Lady Royals ended with a
final match record of 20
wins and 12 losses.

The men's and women's
basketball season began

ov. 13. As of Dec. 13, the
Lady Royals were 9-1 and
the Royals were 1-10.

Freshman Sharon Trey­
big leads the Lady Royals
with averages of 18.1
points and 15.9 rebounds a
game.

Senior Seth Mullady
leads the Royals with game
averages of 18.5 points and
11.3 rebounds.
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WAYNE & SARAH SUIllt

sarah Fern S fSJ daugh er of Roy
and abel Stra , and Wayne
Edward Smith son of Jeanne Hatch
were united mmar' age July 25. The
ceremony was performed oy Chr's
Starkey S Jo n's Newfound and.
pastor Bev Maher was maid of
honor, and Henry POkrywa was best
man. The coup e live m Weiland.
Ontano.

Michele Burnette daug :er 0­

George and R a B me e 01 Sp g­
fIeld Tennessee, and T mothy
Fran e. son of Charles and Ar e e
Franke 0 Soldotna. A aska ere
u ed In marr18ge June 12. The cer­
emony was performed by Roger
Widmer. brother-In-law of the groom
and a local elder in the B g Sandy
A.M church Kim Loyd and Sheila
Burnette sisters of the bride, were
matron and maId of honor Terry
Franke, brother of the groom was
best man The coup e live In
Frank~n Tennessee

Oklahoma, and Thomas Frederick
Wempe 01 Sprong HiU, Kansas. were
united in marriage sept. 19. The cer­
emony was performed by Joe Dob­
son. pastor of the Kansas City South
and Topeka, Kansas, churches
Sherry M er, daughter of the bride,
was Ill8Jd of honor and Cliff Hubbe
was best man The couple live m
SpringHill

12-93

BRIAN & KAREN WILSON

Mr and Mrs Donald Schroeder of
Pasadena. and Mr and Mrs Hugh
Wilson of Loveland, Colorado. a'e
happy to announce the mar'iage of
their chIldren, Karen Evonne to Brian
Earl, Sept 26 The ceremony was
performed by the father of the
groom pastor of the Fort Co lOS,
Colorado and Cheyenne Wyomng
churches Jud Simmons Brian
Schroeder, SCo. Wi son Ron Wilson
and Kevin Wilson were the groom's
attendants Kafy Schroeder, Susan
Stewart lisa Steenport. Molly
Shrauner and Wendy Overton were
bridesmaidS The couple live In
Pasadena

Our coupon baby thiS Issue Is
ChIlSliane Jeanette Taylor, daughter
of Dan and Connne Taylor of
Pasadena,

'Including newborn

BIRTli ANNOUNCEMENT
TliE WORLDWIDE NEWS
BOX 111
PASADENA, CAUF~ 91129, U.s.A.

last name Father's frst name

Mother's first name Mother's maiden name

Church area or city of residenceJstateJcountry IBaby'ssexo Boy
o Girl

Baby's first and middle names IDate of birth

Month' Date:

TIme of day:IWeight Number of children you have'
A.M.

Boys: Girls:P.M.

We'd like to let readers
know about your new
baby as soon as it
arrives. Just fill out this
coupon and send it to the
address given as soon as
possible after the baby is
born. Baby announce­
ments should be no more
than six months old.

Birth Announcement

Please write your Worldwide News subscription number here:

CIJIllJ· ITIIJ- D

mont, Texas. and Jeffrey Leonard
Putchard son of Mr and Mrs
Duane Pritchard of Wichita, Kansas
were united ,n marriage Aug. 14.
The ceremony was performed by
Don Engle, pastor of Beaumont,
Texas, and lake Charles Louisiana,
churches Kan Mil er sister of the
bnde. was maid of honor, and Greg­
ory Jenmngs was best man. The
couple live In Beaumont.

KERRY & FIONA MAJEAU

FIOl'Ia Elizabeth Dougall, daughter 0
Mr and M Hamish Dougal of
Ed nburgh SCotlanO, and Kerry Pau
Ma eau son of Mr and Mrs. Paul
Ma eau of Westlock Alberta, were
un ed n marriage sept 26. The cer­
emony was performed by the brde s
father a local church elde' 10 the
Ed nburgh church. Jacke Thomp­
son SIster of the bride was matror
of honor, and Chns Maea , brot
o the groom was best man The
couple lIVe n SCotland

Vic Lynn Redwme of Muskogee,

Felosa Arandela of Vancouver Britis
Columbia, IS pleased to announce
the marriage of her daughter Ma
Aleta Arande a to Philip F Cheer
son of Mr and Mrs Sui Chang
Cheer of Sydney, Austra la. The cer­
emony was performed Aug 1 by
Royston Page pas or of the Vancou-
er B C. A M and P.M. churches.

The couple rr e in Brittsh CoIumb18

ROGER & MARIA WOOD

Maria Pia Plescia. daughter of Ennio
and Nina Plescia of Ottawa, Ontario.
and Roger Nelson Wood son of Stu­
art and Bridg tte Wood 01 Chatham.
New BrunSWIck, were united in mar­
riage' Aug. 1 The ceremony was
performed by John Borax, pastor of
the Ottawa church. The bride's SIS­
ter, Angela Helis. was matron of
honor. and the best man was Ron
Ber~ The couple ~ve in Ottawa.

Dr and Mrs Roger V Kendall of
Big Sandy are pleased to announce
the marnage of the'r daughter Cyn­
thia Ann to Richard Nathan Taylor
son of Mr and Mrs. Rchard G Tay­
lor of Vi a Park, II nois The ceremo­
ny was performed June 5 n ew
Haven Vermont by Ken Wi lams.
pas or of e Rochester New York.
church Julie Finnigan and Paula
Pierce attended the bride and ROd­
ney Russe I and Chns Kenda I were
groomsmen The coup e lIVe 10 Big
sandy

Michelle Leigh Miller, daugh e' 0
Mr and Mrs. Scott MI er of Beau-

Mrs. DaVId J. Bertaux The ceremo­
ny was performed Apnl 18 by Pete
Wh t ng Hagerstown, Mary and
pas or Anna Lundgren was rra d
of honor and DaVid A Bertau
brothe' of the groom was best
man The coup e live 10 Karsas
City M ssoun

Betty Jane Tenney of C eve land
OhiO, IS happy to announce the
engagement of her daughter Crins­
bane Ruggtero to Jason 0 Cody 0
Orlando Florida A July wedd g s
panned

pm. 10 pourds 10 ounces, forst
chd

Ben/amlO Danie Johnson son of
Charles Johnson and the late Kather­
ine Johnson Fitzgerald. and Angela
Ruth Lasher daughter of Don and
Slwon lasher. were married JlIle 610
Aring1on, Vi gonia The ceremony was
performed by the father 01 the bride. a
local crurch elder Irt Washington D.C
The c::o...,te ive Irt Mngton

WIGGINS, Ralph and Ann (Daniels)
of ClOcinnall, OhiO grl, Brlttney

icoIe Nov ,4 40 a.m., 8 pounds
14 ounces now 1 boy, 2 g s

Engagements

Mr and Mrs Pete Nooteboom of
Jackson, Tennessee, are happy to
announce the engagement of their
daughter Casie to Lyon Leiby, son of
Arlene Leiby of Allentown, Pennsyl­
vania A July 2 wedding's planned
In Jackson.

Mr and Mrs Roy HutchinS of
Scarborough Australia, are
pleased to announce the engage­
ment of the" daughler Shelley
Karla to Gabnele Marozza. son 0
Mr. and Mrs Umberfo Maroua 0
Warana. Australia An April 10
wedding IS planned 10 Brisbane
Australia

SCHURTER Vernon and Mar on
(Fls ) of Rosewood Oh 0 boy

heal Dean Nov 17, 2:36 PJTl 9
pounds 1 ounce now 2 boys

SHOUSE Todd and Susan (Sm th)
of Pocatelo Idaho boy leth
Thomas Nov 2 5:22 a.m. 5
pounds 13 ounces now 2 boys 1
g~

MelVin and Ilona Deraas of
Duluth, MlOnesota. are happy to
announce the engagement of their
daughter Loretta Louise to Jeremy
Jorge Bushlack son of George
and Judy Bushlack of Marion,
Iowa A Ju y 31 wedding IS
planned

Mr and Mrs Bernard Schnppert of
Pasadena are p eased to announce
the engagement of the" daughter
Crystal to Dan Res er. son of Tom
and Judy Resler 01 Watertown Wis­
consin A May 22 wedding in Tyler,
Texas is planned

SYLVESTER Don and LlOda
(F8M1er) of Bellevi Ie Michigan g'rj
Alyssa N cole, Nov 15. 10:55 p.m
6 pounds 15 ounces now 1 boy. 1
g11

VOISICH, Edward Jr and Ruth
(Lengieza) of Nassau, New York
boy Jonathan Edward, Aug 15
12'50 a.m 6 pounds 11 ounces
fIrst child

Mr and Mrs A ex Czuprys of Smith
Falls, Ontario, are delighted to
announce the engagement of their
daughter Lyd a to Colin Spellman,
son of Mr and Mrs. Bnan Spe"man
of KJngston. Ontario, A July 31 wed­
d ng IS planned

Mr and Mrs Edmond Bouchard of
St Paul. Alberta, are p eased to
announce the marriage of their
daughter Cheryl to Randy HaJushka
son 01 Mr and Mrs Emil HaJushka 01
Foam lake. saska'chewan The cer­
emony was performed Aug by
Trevor Cherry pastor of the Lloyd­
mlOS er and BonnYVl1 e Alberta
churches Constance Bouchard sis­
ter 01 the brode. was maid of honor
and Stacey Greenstlen was best
man. The couple rIVe n lIoyolTll ster

Mr and Mrs Lyle E Hoffman of
Fredenc • Maryla d. are pleased
to annOU'lce the marriage of the r
daughter Klmba Lou to Michael
Fredenck Berfaux son of Mr and

LOMBOY Ruperto and Aniceta
(Arce) of Fairfield Califorma, boy
Rufino, Oct 31 1 :22 a.m , 8
pounds 4 ounces now 3 boys, 1
grl

LAMBERT Steven and Diane
(Cooney) of Albany New York,
girl, Jennifer Lynn Oct 23 3:21
p.m. 6 pounds 49 ounces, now 2
g"ls

KOVALCHICK John and Wendy
(Stye) of Palmda e Ca orna boy,
DaVId John S euert Oct 10, 6:04
p.m, 9 pounds 14 ounces forst
choJd

LINDHOLM Timothy ana Hope
(Frick) of MlOneapo IS, Minnesota
boy, Aarthur Adrian Andrew, Aug
29 7'58 pm 8 pounds 12 ounces
first child

KING Grant and louise (Slattery) of
Palm Beach Gardens Florida. girl,
EUzabeth LOUise July 9. 2:29 a.m., 7
pounds 10'1. ounces fi st child

KELBER Joseph and Lydie (Ayrau~)

of Columbus. OhiO, boy, Edward
Richard, Sept 28 441 a.m , 6
pounds 10 ounces first child

MICKELSEN Todd and Rochelle
(Vig I) of Grand JunClJon. Colorado,
g rl Erin Shelby sap 30, 2:44 a.m ,
7 pounds &1. ounces now 2 boys. 1
g'rl

JONES Tim and Dana (Shipley) of
Lafayette. ColoradO girl, Meghan
Anne, Oct 19 2 am, 7 pounds 6
ounces now 3 girls.

lAFlEUR. Steven and Usa (Kowa­
skJl 01 Albany ark boy Alec
Chr stlan, Nov 4 7 52 am, 10
pounds 3 ounces now 2 boys 1
gr

HOFER. Jim and He en (Wolfe) of
Winnipeg. ManJIoba boy, Garrick
James, Sept 25, 645 a.m , 8
pounds 101/2 ounces now 1 boy,2
girls.

REED. Timothy and Kerry (Straws­
burg) of Cambndge OhiO. boy,
Parker Jacob. Nov 24 8:41 am 5
pounds 11 ounces, firsf ch Id

OWENS E Matthew and Susan E
(Blauser) of Erie, Pennsylvania. boy
Mitchel Robert Edward, Aug 24
1: 16 a,m.. 10 pounds 7 ounces, lirst
child

(Carlson) 0 Sar Marcos Ca forma,
g rl Brianna Jean e Apnl 28. 3'52
~'n 4 pounds 5 ounces now 2 g rls

HARPER Johnny and Sharon (Bax­
ter) of Fort Worth Texas boy T ever
Alan, Aug 17 1 08 P rr , 8 pounds 9
ounces,!!!!!..2 boys

HENSLEY Chari e and Brenda
(Franettovlch) of Clermont Australia.
boy SCott Charles. July 7. 9:45 p.m,
11 pounds. now 2 boys

HERROLD. RIChard and Kathy (Con-
lin) of Wash ng on Pennsylvania.

boy Jeremy R chard, Oct 12 3
P m 8 pounds 6 ounces, now 2
boys. 1 g rl

PACHECO, James and L,sa
(McLemore) of Portland, Oregon,
girl, Kristin C,ara Oct 27 12'32
p.m., 9 pounds first ch Id.

MOORE. Richard and KJm (Gruzen­
ski) of Frederick, ryland. g I, Jes­
sica Lynne Oc 29 522 p.m 7
pounds 9 ounces first Child

ORR, Steve and Jeannette (Boyes)
of San Jose Ca for la, boy
Ma ew Ad Henry Oc 16. 2'40
a.m.• 9 pounds 2 ounces, now 1
boy. 2 g rls

REElER, Bre and Kathy (Kraerne<)
of Granby, Co orado boy, Derek
Kraemer Oct 27 1044 a.m., 6
pounds 4 ounces row 3 boys 2
grs
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Births
AYLWARD, Derrick and Helen
(Williams) of Sydney, ova Scotia
boy, James Albert, Oct 28, 5:32
a m 7 pounds 5 ounces now
boy 1 glt!

CARISTI, Joseph and Anne Marie
(Barenbruegge) of Oa and, e
Jersey, boy, M chael Robert OCt
26, 1231 p.m 8 pounds first
chid

BAKER, Mark and Stephan e
(MeG re) of AsheVIlle, North Caroli­
na boy, Benlamin Aaron Sept. 5,
1123 pm, 8 pounds 6 ounces, fIrSt
choJd

DAVIDSON. R'chard T and Julie
(Greene) of New Port Rchey Flori­
da boy. Harey Alexander. May 4,7
pou ds 8 ounces now 4 boys.

CAROBOLANTE, Joel and Brigit1e
(Simon) of Paris, France boy, Ron­
an Mlcka~I, Nov, 2, 1,10 p,m 7
pounds 1 ounce. now 2 boys

COOK, Dana and Kelly (Smi h) of
Sprngf.eld Missouri girl Candace
Makayla Oc 3. 120 a.m , 7 pounds
12 ounces. now 1 boy. 1 grt

BEACHY, Daniel and Serena
(Sprow) of Columbia MISSOUri.
boy Daniel Mahlon Nov 4, 9 40
a m 6 pounds 2'/2 ou ces, now 3
boys

BRATHWAITE, Anthony and Pa
(Bryan) of oronto,OntarlO gr Klm­
berly Anne Aug 4, 2 08 p,m, 7 I>
pounds, now 2 g' Is

BURKS Jeff and Merssa (Johnson)
of Weatherlord, 0 ahoma, boy, Jef­
frey Nathanae Carter Aug 13
1040 pm., 7 pounds 14 ounces
now grl (see Obituaries)

DOROTHY, Creston and Jeanne

CHRISTENSEN. Jeff and Cindy
(Barr) of Salt La e City. Utah girl,
Sarah Be h, Nov. 15, 10:06 am.. 6
pounds 10 ounces. first child

CRITCHLOW, Russell and Nada
(Mill km) of Prince George, British
Columbia grl, Jade Alexis. June 7
950 am 85 pounds first ch Id

D'AMICANTO 10, Eusebio and She­
lagh (Henry) 0 MoWeal, Quebec,
g I A na Cara July 29 2:20 pm, 7
pounds 4 ounces firs chi d

DONNELL, Dana and Joycelyn
(Donahue) of La e Charles
Lou Slana. boy, Dan lawrence Nov
4 8:50 am 6 pounds 10 ounces
now 2 boys 1 grl.
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SHAUN DALE FLETCHER

FLETCHER, Shaun Dale 19 of Sta­
pleton. ebraska d'ed sept. 10 in a
sing e VehiCle aCCident while driving
home from co lege. He IS survived
by his mother Mary, and his brother,
Aaron. He was preceded in death
by his father. John.

BURKS, Jeffrey Nathanael Carter,
infant son of Jeff and Melissa Burks,
of Weatherford. Oklahoma, died
shortly after birth Aug 13 of
unknown causes. He is survived by
his parents one sister. Tabitha. four
grandparents, five great-grandpar­
ents one great-great-grandmother,
five uncles and three aunts.

JOHN WILSON

WILSON. John Sr., 73, longtime
employee of the Mail Processing
Center, died of congestive heart fail­
ure Nov. 6 He is survived by his
wife, Esther; two sons, Chartes and
John Jr.; two daughters, Georgia
and Becky; five grandchildren and
one great-grandchild. One son.
Dale. preceded him in death.

MINCHEW, Daniel, 75, of Roberts­
dale, Alabama, died Nov. 5. He is
survived by his Wife. Nancy, one
daughter, Mary Ickeringill. two broth­
ers. James Arley and Wesley; and
two sisters. Ethel Paul and Sarah
Kirchharr.

PHYLLIS SANDQUIST

SANDQUIST. Phyllis, 77, 01 Eagle
Rock, California, died of congestive
heart failure Nov. 17. She is survived
by a son, Jerry: a daughter and son­
in-law. Shirley and Edward Daily Jr.; a
sister and brother~n-Iaw, Mildred and
Lou Shures, six grandchildren; and
two greati)randchildren. She was pre­
ceded in death by her husband, John.

HASWELL. Howard B., 77, of Del­
mar, New York, died Nov. 25 He is
survived by his sister, Ruth Hale,
and a nephew Rich Hale.

L1EUALLEN, May. 66, of Pendleton,
Oregon. died May 8 of a heart attack.
She was preceded in death by her
husband.

WILLIE McNEILL

McNEILL. Willie. 78, of Fayetteville.
North Carolina, died July 4. He is
survived by his wife, Lillie Mae; three
sons. Willie Jr., Henry Mason and
Malcolm; lour daughters, Wilma
Kirby, Linda Jackson, Lillie King.
and Sheila Lamb; lour sons-in-law.
Jimmy Kirby, Harold Jackson,
Sylvester King, and Dale Lamb; one
daughter-in-law. Gloria Hargrove; 21
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchil­
dren; one foster daughter, Lillie
Bowie; one foster son. Booker
McNeill; and several nieces and
nephews.

BECKER, LaVerne P., of West Bend,
Wisconsin, died Sept. 27, after a
long struggle with breast cancer.
She is survived by a son. Roland, a
daughter-in-law, Kim. and a grand­
son, Jacob.

DANIELS, John, 88. of Stanfield,
Oregon, died Sept. 23. He is sur­
vived by his wife, Margaret. a son
and a daughter-In-law, Joseph and
Beverly, one grandson. and one
stepdaughter,

WATSON, Katherine Sarah, infant
daughter of KeVIn and Lorraine Wat­
son of Melbourne, Australia. died
shortly after birth sept. 10 of compli­
cations from a chromosome disor­
der, Katherine is survived by her par­
ents, sisters Susannah, Esther and
Laura. grandparents Alfred and Mar­
jor�e Patten, Royden and Ines Wat­
son. and three greati)randparents

SERVELLANO DELA CRUZ

DELA CRUZ servellano, 48. of M0n­
treal, Quebec, died July 11. He is sur­
vived by hiS mother, Gliceria, a sister,
Mercedes, and family members
Tagaca, Angel and Natividad.

MARTIN, Ivy, 86, of Auckland, New
Zealand, died Nov. 23 after a pro­
longed illness. She is survived by
two children, six grandchildren,
Including Colin Kelly, pastor of the
Wellington, New Zealand. church,
11 great-grandchildren and one
great great-grandchild. She was
twice widowed.

Anniversaries
Made of Gold

Freeman and Kathryn Curran of the
Cincinnati, Ohio. West church cele­
brated their 50th wedding anniver­
sary Oct. 2. They have three chil­
dren, Patricia Halford, Michael and
Randal seven grandchildren and
two greati)randchildren.

James and Shirley Knutson of
Watervi Ie. Quebec ce ebrated their
30th wedding anniversary Aug. 31.
They have five chIldren, Sonja
Starkey, Olaf, TanJa Ward. Lillian
and Frans; one daughter-in-law,
Lisa; two sons-in-law, Chris Starkey
and Cameron Ward; and two grand­
daughters, Sarah and Victoria
Starkey

QUENTIN & MARIE RHODY

Quentin and Marie Rhody of Clear
Lake, Sou1h Dakota, celebrated their
30th wedding anniversary Nov. 9.
They have three children. Rhonda,
Joel and Earl; one granddaughter,
Danielle; and one grandson, Tyler.

Don and Linda Nicholson of Muncie,
Indiana. celebrated their 30th wed­
ding anniversary Nov. 30. They have
five children, Lori Lovelady, Donelle
Weldon, Daniel. Linelle and Lonna;
two sons-in-law, Darrell Lovelady
and Dale Weldon; one granddaugh­
ter, Marina Weldon; and one
deceased son. David. Mr. Nicholson
is a deacon in the Muncie church.

Jack and Mary Ellen Patterson 01
Panama City, Florida, celebrated
their 35th wedding anniversary Oct,
11. They have two children, LlOda
and David; one son-in-law, Scott
Close; one daughter-in-law Christi­
na; and four grandchildren, Kricia
Katelyn, Ryan and Michael.

Roger and Florence Maine of Chat­
taroy, Washington, celebrated their
25th wedding anniversary June 6.
They have four sons. James, Phillip,
Joel and Jason; and one daughter­
n-Iaw. Susan.

LYLE & JOYCE SIMONS

Lyle and Joyce Simons celebrated
their 35th wedding anniversary Aug
6 Mr. Simons pastors the Saska­
toon. Saskatchewan, church. They
have three children, Trent. Valerie
Stevens and Marina Suskalo; and
two grandchildren, Robyn Simons
and Clay Suskalo.

Hae Young Kim Wagner daughter
of John and Ardis Wagner 01 Holly­
wood, California, and David Bryan
Pierce, son 01 Frank and Nelda
Pierce of Texas City, Texas, were
united in marriage sept. 19. The cer­
emony was performed by the
groom's father, a local church elder
in the Houston East Church. Jeanine
Wagner-Woods, sister of the bride.
was matron of honor. and F. Robert
Pierce. brother of the groom, was
best man. The couple live in Web­
ster Texas.

BLAIR & SHANNON JOHNSON

Mr. and Mrs. Jake Fresen of Saska­
toon, Saskatchewan, are happy to
announce the marriage of their
daughter Shannon Leah to Blair
Dennis Johnson of Saskatoon Sept.
4. The bride's father, Jake Friesen, a
local church elder in the Saskatoon
church, performed the ceremony
Helene Nordstrom, sister of the
bride, was matron of honor. and
Richard Stretch was best man. The
couple live in Saskatoon.

Kel ey Manek. daug ter of Mr. and
Mrs. Danny Manek of Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, and Carl Black, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Black of Big
Sandy, were united in marriage
Sept. 18. The ceremony was per­
formed by Don Lawson. Oklahoma
City pastor. Melissa Rowland was
maid of honor, and Randy Pack was
best man. The couple live in Tyler,
Texas.

Dene Marie Dietrich and VIctor
Lewis Stevens Glamuzina were UOi ­

ed in marriage sep . 5. The ceremo­
ny was performed by the bride's
father. Lawrence H Dietrich, a local
elder in Long Beach, Calfornia, and
pilot of the Church's BAC 1-11 jet.
Theresa Perry was matron of honor.
and Peter Glamuzina, father of the
groom, was best man. The couple
live in Huntington Beach, California.

JOHN & DEBORAH BAUST

Deborah Brown daughter of Donald
and Joyce Brown of Southington,
Connecticut, and John Baust, son of
Gilbert and Linnea Baust of St
James, New York. were united in
marriage Sept. 5. The ceremony was
performed by Joel Rissinger, asso­
ciate pastor of the Hartford, Con­
necticut, and Springfield. Massachu­
setts, churches. Julie Cosenza was
maid of honor, and John Stannco

Flamand were united in marriage
Sept. 5. The ceremony was per­
formed by Peter Whitting. Frederick.
Maryland, pastor. Suzanne Ridgley
was maid of honor, and David Ram­
and, brother of the groom, was best
man. The couple live in Martinsburg,
West Virginia

MARK & DEBORAH BURLEY

Deborah Mae Dacey and Mark Alan
Burley, son of Ben and Pat Burley,
were united in marriage Sept. 26
The ceremony was performed by
Joel Lillengreen, pastor of the Port­
land, Oregon, East church. Caterina
Anderson was matron of honor, and
Ray Shives was best man. The cou­
ple live in St. Paul, Oregon.

Jennifer Fenton. daughter of Jim and
Linda Yowell of Sperryville. Virginia,
and Nathan Russell, son of Bob and
Sherry Russell of Minco. Oklahoma,
were united in marriage May 22. The
ceremony was performed by Rick
Sherrod, chair of the Ambassador
College History Department. Vivi­
enne Kiernander was maid of honor,
and Nat seltzer was best man. The
couple live in Big Sandy.

b.~

PAUL & SHARON FlAMAND

Sharon Kay Hough and Paul Franklin

MASSIE & LETITIA WILSON

Letitia A Brandon, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Brandon of East
Orange, ew Jersey, and Massie L.
Wilson. son of Mr. and Mrs. William
Wilson of Manning. South Caro\;na,
were united in marriage Nov. 27. The
ceremony was performed by Guy L
Ames, pastor of the Lakeland, Aori­
da church, Simone Price was matron
01 honor, and Jack Orlock was best
man. The couple live In Lakeland.

Sharlene Waheeda Rah'm and Juan
Alberto Gaetan were united in mar­
riage Sept. 26 n Queens, New York
The ceremony was performed by
Cecil Green, Queens and New York
Spanish associate pastor. The cou­
ple live in Queens.

JAMES & ALTA BOYLES

Alta Helsley and James Boyles were
united in marriage sept. 22. The cer­
emony was performed by William
Winner, pastor of the Wheeling,
West Virginia, and Cambridge. Ohio,
churches. Rebecca Kowalczyk was
matron of honor. and Fred Brettell
was best man. The couple live in
Martins Ferry. Ohio

Nancy Ciaglaski and Jerry Schu~e

were united in marriage June 27
The ceremony was performed by
Steve Shafer, Rint, Michigan. pastor
Lynne Smithengell attended the
bride, and Ed SChu~e attended the
groom. The couple live in Fenton.
Michigan.

Janice Eastwood, daughter of Kevin
and Lorna Eastwood of Melbourne,
Australia, and Erik Pedersen. son of
Peter and Faye Pedersen of Moe.
Australia, were united in marriage
March 21. The ceremony was per­
formed by Colin Hardy. pastor of the
Morwell church. The bride was
attended by her two sisters. Kaye
Butler and Pam Peterson. and the
groom was attended by his two
brothers, Hans and Leon. The c0u­
ple live in Melbourne.
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Member's tr iler
destroyed in Arkansas
tornado

HATFIELD, Arkansas­
Saturday evening, ov. 13,
tornadoes struck Polk Coun­
ty, Arkansas. Valerian Staggs
of the Mena, Arkansas,
church, who lives here with
her four children, lost her
trailer, which was destroyed
by the tornado.

Services had been resched­
uled to the afternoon with a
social planned for that
evening. Mrs. Staggs almost
went home after services but
decided to stay. It was quite a
shock for her to return home
and find her trailer gone.

Church members helped
clean up the debris on suc­
cessive Sundays. Polk Coun­
ty qualified for disaster
relief, so with government
assistance and Church help
Mrs. Staggs is on the road to
recovery. Nelson Haas.

Monday 1 a.m.
Last airing April 10

KWGN Denver, Colorado

Renewals
Station/Location Air TIme
KELO Sioux Falls, South Dakota Sunday 6:30 a.m.
KRRT San Antonio, Texas Sunday 6:30 a.m.
WDTV Clarksburg, West Virginia Sunday 10:30 a.m.
WFMY Greensboro, North GaroIina Sunday 7 a.m.
WKPT Kingsport, Tennessee Sunday 10:30 a.m.
WNCT Greenville, North Carolina Sunday 8:30 a.m.
WPIX New York. New York saturday 6 a.m.
WRIC Richmond, Virginia Sunday 7:30 a.m.
WTBS Atlanta, Georgia Sunday 6:05 a.m.

their division of the Sunday
C 0 ial Football League
in their first year.

Thev are coached by Brian
Jones. Manager Dennis
Lees pointed out that the
team consists mainly of
white men. Mr. Lees said:
"We recently played against
black opponents. Afterward
they told us, 'We really
enjoyed playing you guys,
because you playa clean,
detennined, hard game. And
there were no racist remarks
from your side-we could
just get on with the game.
We felt we were playing
again t true sportsmen: "

"Ollr main goal is to play
football, have fun and build
camaraderie," said captain
Craig Nicolau. "A lot of the
players are related. Getting
together gets us together as a
family. Parents, kids, grand­
parents, are all here. It's a
great atmosphere." Geoff
Neilson.

Singles to meet for
weekend In Dallas

DALLAS, Texas-Singles
are invited to Big D's Grand
Gala on Presidents' Day
weekend, Feb. 19 and 20.
Services and a semiformal
banquet and dance will take
place in the Dallas Grand
Hotel. The Doc Gibbs Band
will provide a variety of
music and entertainment.

Casual Sunday activities
will feature games, more
dancing and an all-you-can­
eat Texas barbecue at the
Lancaster Town Center.
Music will be by the Texas
Sound Band.

Cost for the dinner dance
is $25 ($30 if you send your
money after Jan. 24), and the
cost for the 1 p.m. Sunday
barbecue will be $10. Make
your check out to Church
. cthit" F '.ld-Dallas 0 th
and send it to Marcia
Chambers, 7127 Flameleaf
Place, Dallas, Texas, 75249.

The Dallas Grand Hotel
offers the flat rate of $60
per room (one to four peo­
ple). Call as soon as possi­
ble to get a "double-dou­
ble"-a room with two
bathrooms and two closets
(phone 1-214-747-7000).

More information will be
sent to church pastors. For
information on other hotels or
motels, call 1-214-216-0877.
For information on in-home
housing, call 1-214-296-1395.
For general information call
1-214-470-9203. Don Hooser.

Soccer team a family
affair in South Africa

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa-Nautilus Graphics, a
Church team of soccer play­
ers, reached second place in

makes it hard to be objec­
tive. "

Dr. Herst said: "Professor
Morris exposed major diffi­
culties with the theory of
evolution. Obviously, he
takes the view of a Christian
fundamentalist. However,
evolution is not under
attack by fundamentalists
alone, it is also being ques­
tioned by reputable scien­
tists."

The Plain Truth plans to
address the subject in future
articles.

Members speak, are
filmed, at agriculture
conference

KA SAS CITY, Mis­
souri-Chris Finlay, an
employee of the Church's
Land caping Department,
Neal Kinsey, a local church
elder in C pe Girard... au
Missouri, and Dale
Schurter, pastor of the Tipp
City, Ohio, church, spoke at
the Acres .S.A. Conference
here ov. 19.

Acres U.S.A. is a magazine
that concentrates on eco-agri­
culture. Publisher Charles
Walters organized the con­
ference, which was attended
by about 700 people.

Linda Scobee and Tina
Kuo and cameramen from
the Church's Television
Department interviewed
speakers and some atten­
dees for The World Tomor­
row.

Mr. Schurter received
133 requests for lecture
material, multiple copies of
audio tapes and some
requests for videotapes.
The Plain Truth will be
offered in the packet sent
to those who requested lec­
ture material.

Editors, writers hear
creati ism lecture

FULLERTON, Calif.­
Editorial Services employ­
ees Neil Earle, Jim Herst,
Paul Kroll and Tim Finlay
attended a lecture on cre­
ationism conducted Nov. 15
by Henry M: Morris of
Simon Greenleaf University,
which is located in Ana­
heim, Calif.

Dr. Morris, president of the
Institute of Creation Re­
search, has authored books
on creationism.

The lecture covered the
scientific case for a 6,000­
year-old creation and how
evolutionary theory has been
damaged by a shortage of
scientific evidence.

"We must try to look at all
sides of this vital question,"
said Mr. Earle, international
editor of The Plain Truth.
"However, many people have
closed minds on both sides
of the subject of origins. This
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"When we have a heart-to­
heart talk sometimes I am
surprised by his sensible and
uninhibited opinions and
answers:'o 100% recycled paper

D. Dajao. He's no different
from other 10-year-old boys.
What is exceptional about
him is that he goes alone to
Sabbath services almost with­
out fail-unusual for a boy of
his age.

When we had no perma­
nent Sabbath meeting hall

Joshua-Jireh D. Dajao

Joshua would call the pastor
or deacon each week inquir­
ing about where and at what
time the service would be.

Jos ua, a consistent honor
stud ~t, excels in English
and s lence.

Sin-e his mother, Glenda,
died ,If cancer when he was
5, it as been a father-and-

son team·
"I' e learned a lot from

him," his father, Laarni, said.

By Nilo Belarmino

British Office could answer
them. Later, Dutch people
working in England took
care of the correspondence."

While riding his bicycle
home from work April 23
Mr. Wilms was hit by a
motorcycle and sustained
several broken bones and
serious head injuries. Doc­
tors think it will take two
more years for him to heal,
although he will never regain
total use of his left arm.

Mr. Wilms received hun­
dreds of letters and cards
and a great many flowers.
He thanks everyone for their
concern and encouragement.

10-year-old attends
services alone in
Philippines

ZAMBOANGA, Philip­
pines-There's nothing extra­
ordinary about Joshua-Jireh

ordained a local elder in
1986. He and his wife, Miek,
were pioneer members in
the Dutch church.

While in Singapore for his
work, Mr. Wilms listened to
Radio Ceylon. "Although The
World Tomorrow only aired
on Radio Ceylon for three
months a year, I was one of
the listeners," he recalled. "I
wrote for The Plain Truth a
year later in 1957."

Back in Holland Mr. and
Mrs. Wilms wrote to the
British Office for more infor­
mation. There was no church
in Holland yet. Frank Schnee,
then German regional direc­
tor, visited them.

After his baptism Mr.
Wilms opened a post office
box in Arnhem to receive
Church mail from Dutch­
speaking areas. "Once a
week we collected the mail
and sorted it with the help of
our children," Mr. Wilms
said. "At first I translated the
letters into English so the

FROM OUR

Miek and Johan Wilms

By Gerrie Belo

NIEUWEGEIN, Nether­
lands-Johan Wilms, Dutch
Office manager, received a
plaque Oct. 16 for 25 years of
service. On Oct. 1 he retired.

Mr. Wilms, who will be 69
on Dec. 29, had been office
manager since 1975 and was

Johan Wilms retires as
Dutch Office manager


